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Who is 

JohnAlbin?
• Web developer since 1993


• Drupal dev since 2004


• Drupal core dev since 2006


• React dev since 2017


• 70+ presentations and keynotes  
in 4 continents


• The Next Drupal maintainer that 
added App Router support



If Drupal can already do it, 
why have Next.js render on the server?
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React.js Server Components & Client Components

React.js  v19 (pre-release)

Next.js v15 (official release)

React Server Components 
React Client Components

App Router



App Router Terminology

https://example.com/blog/drupalcons/singaporeURL:

https://example.com/blog/drupalcons/singaporePath:

https://example.com/blog/drupalcons/singaporePath segments:

/app/blog/drupalcons/singapore/page.jsRoute (static):

/app/blog/drupalcons/[segment]/page.jsDynamic route:

/app/blog/[…segment]/page.js

/app/blog/[category]/[title]/page.js



BUILD SERVE CLIENT

Drupal dynamic per path client JS renders 
minimal HTML

React v19 Server 
Components dynamic per path

static: 
HTML per path 
JS per route

client JS renders 
minimal HTML

React v18 
(client only) static per route client JS renders 

all HTMLdynamic per route

HTML on Server
static: 
serve big HTML 
w/ small JS per path

client JS renders 
minimal HTML

React v18 
(with rehydration) dynamic per path

static: 
HTML per path 
JS per route

client JS re-renders  
all HTML



Can be done per route 
Instead of all-at-once

Migrating from Pages to App Router



Next.js App Router



Next.js App Router



Defining Dynamic Routes on Server

● Read data from a file! 

● Read data from a database! 

● Query JSON:API using Next.js’ implementation of Fetch API! 

● Use Next Drupal as a helper to retrieve JSON:API from Drupal.

Use any async function to retrieve data:



Defining Dynamic Routes on Server
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Rendering Dynamic Routes on Server



Server components: no client code!



Suspense boundaries and React rehydration



Client Components and the "use client" directive



Client Components and the "use client" directive



Client Components and the "use client" directive



Next Drupal

https://www.drupal.org/project/next
Drupal modules

composer require drupal/next

https://www.npmjs.com/package/next-drupal
NPM package

npm install drupal-next@canary



How the Next module 

improves the Drupal content editor experience

LIVE DEMO
OH GOD. OH GOD. OH GOD. OH GOD.
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Tip: the perils of a catch-all route

Using one Next.js 
Dynamic Route for 
ALL paths 
defined by Drupal



Tip: the perils of a catch-all route

PHP imports are dynamic

JavaScript imports are static

if a path needs Paragraphs, import its code

if a route needs Paragraphs, import its code



Tip: the perils of a catch-all route

ALL COMPONENTS 
ARE IMPORTED 

FOR ALL ROUTES



★ Constrain Drupal paths with pathauto; 
one Next.js Dynamic Route per pathauto pattern 

★ Constrain Paragraph types 
per Field 

★ “Unicorn” Paragraph types (React Components) 
should use static routes

Tip: the perils of a catch-all route



Thank you!



Questions?


